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The Source.....Canada’s #1 Corvette Store!

Eastern Canada’s exclusive Callaway Dealer supercharging  
your Corvette, Camaro and full size GMC/Chevy trucks.
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CHAPTERSPONSORS

LANT INSURANCE BROKERS
(A Division of Wayfarer Insurance Brokers Ltd.) Canada’s Leader in Classic Vehicle Insurance Since 1979

Offering The Antique, Classic, Special Interest and      Modifi ed/
Street Rod Automobile Insurance.

1 800-461-4099
37 Sandiford Drive, Suite 100, Stouffville, ON L4A 7X5 Tel: (905) 640-4111 • Fax: (905) 640-4450 • www.lant-ins.ca

PROGRAM

15 Spar Drive, Brampton, ON L6S 6E1
Telephone: (905) 670-9061 Toll Free: (866) 939-9061
Fax: (905) 670-9066 Service: (905) 670-1500
Parts & Warranty: (905) 670-7003
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CHAPTERSPONSORS

The Spinner newsletter was designed by: 

Nat Santamaria (905) 339-3612
santades@cogeco.ca

Packaging & graphic design, logos, brochures.
Personal car brochures & car photo illustrations.

Your Ad Here

Annual Rates
• 1/2 page $500
• 1/4 page $250
• Business card size $125
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 As the driving season is coming to a close, we start thinking 
about leaves to rake and the snow to shovel. I, for one am not 
looking forward to that, but what project will I undertake this 
winter. With 59 mostly complete, I’ll be looking for those really 
hard to fi nd parts, if they even exist, to fi nish it as I intended to. 
We still have two events left, the Fall Road Tour, which has been 
changed to October 3rd to the Niagara-on-the-Lake Golf Club, 
and the fi nal Judging school/tech session at Barrie Schram’s 
shop on October 18th. Also included is a Tech session on Cooling 
Systems hosted by Corvette Club of Ontario and Evans Cooling 
Systems on Oct 31st. You MUST register on line at 
corvetteclubofontario.com and click on events. Seating is limited 
so register soon

 Your executive has been hard at work, with a number of things, 
which I will address in this message. First, the newly confi gured 
website is almost ready to go with several new features, such as 
an electronic RSVP for events, payment for items sold by the 
chapter and photos of past events. The current content is sparse, 
but I’m hoping that members will step up and help with the 
content. In addition to the current positions open on the executive, 
we are looking for a chapter photographer. This will be a key in 
having new content loaded into the site.

  That brings me to the important topic, which is the election of 
offi cers for 2016. As it stands right now, only the membership 
position is secured for 2016.      

  The Chapter by-laws state that an executive must remain in his 
or her position for a minimum of 2 years. All positions are open 
for perspective candidates and they will assume their roles on 
January 1, 2016. We need some new faces and ideas to move 
forward and continue our Top Flight® status. For those members 
that did not attend Vettes-in-the-Valley, we raised the banner 
again for the seventh year in a row. Let’s keep it going.

Regional Update:

 The Regional Team is now meeting once a month to ensure 
things are moving along smoothly, with several key items already 
in place, such as lifts for the advanced judging school. We are 
also investigating the possibility of a tour to the Niagara wine 
region, if there is enough interest.  Several members have 
attended other Regional’s to learn what works and what doesn’t. 
My recent trip to the Wisconsin Regional highlighted some things 
that we shouldn’t do. In the coming months the meetings will be 
come more frequent and we will be looking for volunteers to 
assist in running the event. We are working with at the local 
Corvette Clubs in Ontario and ‘Quad C’ for their support in 
making the event a success. The repose so far has been very 
positive, so if you’re interested in helping out, please contact 
Doug McClure at 

dougmcclure@sympatico.ca.

Chairman’s Message Fall 2015



On the Other Side
     I chose this line because it was my turn to be the one having a car judged. 

After all the cars I’ve looked at over the years, I thought I had prepared my 

car as well as I could paying attention to details in the TIMJG (technical 

information and judging guide). Although some of these manuals may be 

dated, it is in your best interest to get other members opinions and expertise 

when undergoing a restoration or preparation of a Corvette for Flight Judging.

 In my research, I used 4 different guides, the AIM (assembly instruction 

manual), the TIMJG, the 58-60 Restoration Guide and the Noland Adams 

Restoration Guide Vol. 1. As you read through the various publications you will 

fi nd discrepancies, so you have to dig a little deeper to fi nd the right answer. 

    I had 2 advantages. I started my career with GM on the assembly line in Quebec 

and on my breaks, took a tour of the plant to see how things were done after my 

station. I had been judging these cars for many years and had some excellent 

mentors to help me along. Not everything is in these guides; you actually have 

to see it on a car. As time goes by, more knowledge of how the cars were 

assembled has surfaced and pictures of original parts and assemblies are 

now in most of the newer manuals.

    I also used the TDB (Technical Discussion Board) to ask questions and 

fi nd solutions to problems that I could not solve.

D-day arrived and I had just completed my Op’s check at home and 

everything functioned, as it should. Ron Langlois was present in the 

garage when I did the cold start prior to leaving for Wilson Niblett. One 

pump and it started. From there, I had a hunch that good things were 

to follow. The Op’s check went well without any deductions, so 

the car was placed inside awaiting the judges. Saturday morning, 

they swarmed the car, but I was too busy with the other 10 cars 

being judged, so I told the judges to do their thing and fi nd me 

when they were fi nished. Most of the deductions I received 

were expected and a few surprises I hadn’t expected, but 

I wasn’t counting points to see if it would make Top Flight. 

    I had a few comments from the judges that I had done 

my homework and the car was well prepped. 

    The big moment can when the awards were ready 

to be handed out. As judging Chairman, it’s my job 

to announce the results. The tab team gave me the 

sheet and I read my name “Top Flight”. What a great 

feeling. After a year and a half of work and it paid 

off. A special thanks goes out to Brian Stafford for 

his time and effort to bringing the car back to its 

original state and achieve the award. 

By Pat Heimrath

Top Flight 59 
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What was your fi rst Corvette purchase and why? 

 My fi rst Corvette purchase was August 2013.  My wife’s uncle 
who lived in Michigan advised us that was going to sell his 1966 
Coupe and he preferred that it stayed in the family.  Uncle Bob 
owned the Corvette since 1971 when he got it in a trade for his 
1958 Pontiac and $1200.  My wife spent many summers visiting 
her Aunt and Uncle as a young girl and remembers going for rides 
in this car.  She and I jumped at the opportunity to buy it.

If you sold your fi rst Corvette, why did you and are there 
any regrets? 

 What was the fi rst Corvette you saw that made you want to buy 
a Corvette?  Growing up in Niagara Falls, we spent many hot 
summer Sunday afternoons at  Lake Erie beaches such as Nickel 
and Sherkston Beaches.  Those days you could drive your car 
right on the beach and I remember looking at all the cool cars. 
The Corvettes always caught my eye and I especially remember 
a Black C2 convertible with a red interior and side pipes parking 
right beside us.  I remember thinking that I would love to own a 
cool car like that some day.

Pick one area of the hobby you enjoy the most and tell us a 
funny story about what happened to your car? Choices are 
restoration, driving, racing, showing, and social activity. 

 Though it didn’t feel like a funny story at the time, I remember 
driving my other classic car (1967 Pontiac Parisienne 2+2 
Restomod) to its fi rst cruise night in Oakville.  I got to the entrance 
to turn left into the parking lot and the car went completely dead 

in the left turning lane.  I tried everything I knew to get it started 
but to no avail.  Luckily some friends (Nat, Earl and Francis) that 
were attending the cruise night came to my aid and they were able 
to get the car running.  Talk about an embarrassing grand debut!

 How do you feel about the new C-7 and the direction GM 
is taking the Corvette? 

 I think the new C-7 is an awesome performance car for the money.  
GM has not strayed  from the Corvette’s sporty appearance and 
big performance roots.  It has iconic styling and it goes like stink! 

 What is your dream Corvette to own and why?

1955 Corvette with the optional V8 engine.  It meshed the iconic 
fi breglass body style and performance to show the world that this 
car could compete with the best.

 Is there an aspect of the hobby you have not been involved 
with but would like to some day? For example, I would like 
to race and never have had the right car.

I would like to restore a Corvette from the ground up some day.

The last question is what is on your Corvette “bucket list”?

 I have been thinking that it would be great to own the same model 
of car 50 years apart, so maybe a blue 2016 C-7 will be in my 
future. 

Membership Bio Joe Pagano



 While visiting my Daughter and New 
Grand-Daughter in Whitby, I called Ron 
Langlois in Oshawa, to see if I could see his 
Restored 1960 Corvette....We spent a good 
part of the afternoon talking and admiring his 
Resto-Mod.

 What a piece of machinery....LS3 engine, 
4L65E auto Trans, C4 Suspension frt & Rear, 
Corvette Correction Frame.....WOW

 And a New Interior, custom made for 
Ron.....Seats with Vette Embroidery, Dash, 
Custom Guages...Again WOW.

 This is a Stunning Re-Creation of his 
‘60 Corvette....all done by Ernie from Vette 
Works in Port Perry.

 Ron, you should be very Proud of what 
you have, and created... A job well done, and 
again.....WOW

Ron Langlois ’60 RestoVette
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2015 Chapter Meet 

2015 Chapter Meet Results

Pat Heimrath 1959 Top Flight

David Dobson 1962 Third Flight

Lino Prelazzi 1964 Top Flight

Peter Floro 1965 Second Flight

Gary Graig 1966 Second Flight

Michael Aniballi 1966 Second Flight

Edward Marajda 1967 Second Flight

Ron Froman 1967 Top Flight

Peter Braam 1969 Top Flight

Ron Froman 1972 Second Flight

Chris Tolley 1996 Top Flight

   The Ontario Chapter meet this year was held at Wilson Niblett in the old show 
room, special thanks goes out to Gord Wilson and Brian Hay for their support of the 
chapter’s event.

There were 11 cars judged this year with the following results:

The event went off seamlessly due to 
support of the chapter and also our US 
chapters who helped out in judging, 
tabulating and pitching in where ever    
was needed. 
This event requires many volunteers and 
they need to be acknowledged for all the 
work they did at this event. The judging 
meet started with a judging school which 
discussed cdcif (condition, date, 
completeness, installation and fi nish and 
how to score it). The information was 
informative and I’m sure all would agree it 
was time well spent. 

Congratulations to everyone who brought 
out their cars and participated in the 

event. It really is not about the colour of the ribbon you bring home, but more so the 
knowledge you gained by participating in the event. 

                                                                                                       Susan Gilbey
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September 22 – 24, 2016
Canadian Wartime Heritage Museum

9280 Airport Road
Mount Hope, Ontario

Plan to attend this once in a lifetime event 
hosted by the Ontario Chapter of the National Corvette 

Restorers Society (NCRS)
featuring a sensational venue and

 the perfect blend of speed and aerodynamic design

You will never forget the breathtaking images of 
Classic Corvettes nestled  

amongst historically preserved vintage warplanes

www.ncrsontario.org
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Scott’s BBQ

   Every year Scott and Kay Sinclair host a fantastic BBQ and pig roast at their home in Bolton.

   The event is the hi light of the Ontario chapter social calendar. Upward of 100 cars will 
attend the event and be displayed in the Sinclair’s back yard. Thank you Scott and Kay for 
being hosts to this wonderful event for all to enjoy.

   Chapter members are encouraged next year to try and attend the event as it is an 
opportunity to meet members of other Corvette clubs as well. Members from Quad C, CCO 
and other local Corvette clubs attend this event so it is a chance to share the hobby with a 
wide range of members.

   The BBQ is also where the Chapter acknowledges its Top Flight achievement as the 
certifi cate is attached to the banner and is proudly displayed for all to see. This is a diffi cult 
goal to obtain year after year as it requires specifi c event planning and careful record keeping 
in order to achieve this status.

   Congratulations Ontario Chapter on reaching this goal again in the 2014 season!
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Oakville Cruise

   The Oakville Cruise in this year was one not to be forgotten! The weather was looking 
ominous but the radar indicated a clearing for the evening and it was decided the    
event was on.

   This is a required event for the Ontario Chapter for Top Flight as it is the opportunity 
for the Chapter to get out there at a non NCRS event and talk about the Chapter to 
non-members. I personally fi nd this to be a great event as it is held next to a Tim’s for 
coffee and donuts and the Boston Pizza that hosts the event has parking lot car pizza 
delivery.

   Back to the weather, 10 cars made the journey to the event and had high hopes that 
the rain would hold off. The C-1’s had their tops down and looked great parked in a 
row right in front of the Jan’s DJ truck. All of a sudden, (you know what happened) the 
clouds let loose a down pour of unbelievable force. Funny how fast those C-1 owners 
can get their tops up when they have to! There was nothing else to do but make a run 
for it to Boston Pizza for some dinner and laughs. The rain was so hard you could not 
even see the cars through the windows. The pictures speak for themselves.

   By the time dinner wrapped up the skies had cleared and we all headed out to dry         
off the cars and check for leaks. Everyone helped to dry cars and share dry cloths.        
A good time was had by all despite the rain. Next year let’s hope for some dry weather.


